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No child should face the immigration process alone.





We must start with an emphatic thank you for your generous support in 2020 and for
defending the legal rights of immigrant children. With your help, Safe Passage Project
forged ahead in the face of a global pandemic. While other agencies were placed on
pause, we continued to advocate for the rights of our over 1,000 clients facing
deportation in New York. This year, we successfully: 

Our clients have endured many hardships over the past year. The Trump administration’s
response during the COVID-19 crisis left many immigrants with few options for economic
relief. It also increased restrictions at the border that resulted in dangerous conditions for
migrants. 

Opened 311 new cases;
Trained over 600 legal professionals;
Made 500+ referrals to an array of medical, food, and shelter resources;
Distributed nearly $40,000 in assistance to 130 households; and
Ensured that none of our clients were ordered removed.

Our rapid response to an ever-changing set of obstacles was made possible by the
creativity and dedication of our staff, the resilience and leadership of our clients, and the
support from our partners, volunteers, and donors. We would not be able to continue
advocating for our clients without our supporters by our side.

As our thoughts turn to 2021 and to the record numbers of young people crossing the
border, we want to thank you again for helping to ensure that no child faces the
immigration process alone.

Dear Friends,

Sincerely,

Rich Leimsider
Executive Director

Pam Foster, Esq.
Chair, Board of Directors

Pam Foster, Esq.

Meanwhile, undocumented immigrants were placed in an extremely vulnerable situation:
most lacked job security, were less likely to have health insurance, and were often
hesitant to seek emergency medical treatment. We responded by providing substantial
legal representation and additional essential resources. 



A Year of Tenacity

2020 was a year of hardship. The
Trump administration’s response

to the COVID-19 pandemic
disrupted every arm of the U.S.
immigration system: heightened
restrictions at the border; severe

delays in visa and immigration
benefit processing; and an

expansion of expedited removal.
Agencies closed one day were on

Twitter demanding electronic
filings the next. Our attorneys
continually adjusted to these
abrupt policy changes with

creativity. In 2020, Safe Passage
Project closed 57 cases in which
our clients received legal relief
through a green card, asylum
grant, DACA status, U-Visa, or
prosecutorial discretion. No

clients were ordered removed. 

While our legal team focused on
defending our clients’ legal rights,
our small-but-mighty social work
team adapted with alacrity to the

urgent needs of New York’s
immigrant community. In addition
to making nearly 500 referrals to
an array of resources, including
mental health, medical health,

health insurance, food assistance,
and shelters, Safe Passage Project
launched an emergency response
cash assistance program in April,

distributing $40,000 in
assistance to 130 households.
Many young people reported to

us they used the money to
purchase basic goods such as

food, toiletries, clothing, and rent. 

The country’s deportation
machine has not paused with the
pandemic, and neither will Safe

Passage Project and our
passionate pro bono attorneys.

Right now, thousands of refugee
children are facing removal in
New York Immigration Court
without a lawyer to represent

them. With your support, we are
closer to bringing that number

down to zero. 

1,401

311

426

605

 500+

— young people served with
full legal representation during

2020. 

— new cases taken on by our
staff and pro bono attorneys.

— in-depth screenings of
prospective clients. 

— legal professionals trained
at 12 in-person & virtual

events.

— successful social service
referrals connecting

children to services such
as housing, health care,

and education. 



Leaders in Law
In 2020, we made new strides in

providing rapid assistance to non-
citizens facing imminent

deportation or detention with the
victory of Joshua M. v. Barr. With

our help, Joshua had filed for
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status

(“SIJS”), an immigration
classification available to certain

undocumented immigrants under
the age of 21 who have been

abused, neglected, or abandoned
by a parent. While his claim was
still pending, he was pulled over

for a speeding ticket and
transferred to ICE custody.

Despite not having a criminal
record, he was denied bond after

an immigration judge deemed
him a “danger to the community.”
The judge then denied his asylum

claim in a rushed trial. 

In partnership with Greenberg
Traurig, LLP and the Rapid

Defense Network, we filed a
motion to reopen his removal

case, which the same immigration
judge promptly denied. We
appealed to the Board of
Immigration Appeals, and

simultaneously filed a habeas
petition in federal court, arguing
that Joshua has a constitutional
right to due process and that

removing him from the country
when he’s been designated a

Special Immigrant Juvenile would
violate those rights. In February

2020, in a strongly-worded
decision, the federal district court
found that it had jurisdiction over

the case and denied the
government’s Motion to Dismiss.
Safe Passage Project celebrated

as Joshua was released after
more than a year of detention. 

Since Joshua’s release, his
ongoing case has had wide-

reaching effects on immigration
law. Federal judges in Michigan
and Maryland found, relying on

Joshua M. v. Barr, that two
different people were being

unlawfully detained. They were
released. We continue to fight

Joshua’s case on two fronts: we
are appealing the immigration
judge’s decision to the circuit

court, while the case about due
process and the meaning of SIJS
continues at the district court.

Inspiring Change through
Pro Bono Service
Safe Passage Project’s extensive capacity to
represent hundreds of children comes from
our unique pro bono service model. We train
and mentor hundreds of volunteer lawyers
(many of whom have never worked in
immigration law) to take on immigration
cases. With the brainpower of these
volunteers, our staff of only 41 can support
over 1,000 clients. This scalable model drives
our success rate, and it also facilitates broad-
based systematic change by training our
peers on best practices in the field. 
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40,000+

— pro bono attorneys
mentored in providing free

legal representation to
immigrant youth.

— hours donated by Safe
Passage Project's pro bono

attorneys.



Keith Haring Foundation

Safe Passage Project and the Keith Haring Foundation have fostered a long-
standing partnership that works to honor Mr. Haring’s philanthropic goal of
enriching the lives of underprivileged children. 

Our Executive Director, Rich Leimsider had the opportunity to speak with the
Foundation’s Acting Director, Gil Vazquez, to hear about the important ways in
which our work reinforces the core values of the Foundation.

Rich: Why did the Keith Haring Foundation
choose to support Safe Passage Project? 

 
Gil: The work that Safe Passage does is so

needed. We, here in the United States, enjoy
quite a lot of privilege — so much that we

cannot even fathom that a family would walk
the distances that they walk to get to this

country, or allow a child to go on their own. The
ultimate reason for the founding of this country

has a lot to do with coming here to make a
better life and that should not apply to only

certain kinds of people. So the work you do is
exemplary. Your organization to these families

and kids is necessary. It's really as simple as
that. 

Rich: Can you explain why the Keith Haring
Foundation has chosen to embrace a

partnership model with us?
 

Gil: Across the board, we are trying to improve
long-term outcomes, and that doesn’t happen
with single, one-time grants. So Safe Passage
falls into this goal; it's not work that is going

away. We don't foresee a situation where the
work you do is no longer needed. 

Rich: Is there anything else you want to say
about the approach of the foundation and

its leadership? 
 

Gil: We would like to thank you for what you do.
When we visited, you took us to court and

explained that the court these kids are being
processed through is not actually a court, it is an
executive process. That was extremely powerful.
It would be surprising to a lot of people that the
courts and judges are working for the executive

branch rather than the judicial. 
 

Thank you. It's just beyond words. I think that
our founder [Keith Haring] would absolutely

fully support everything that you do. It really is
what he was all about. 

 

A Partnership that Lasts



Together Rising

Together Rising seeks to turn collective heartbreak into effective action; they have
invested over $10 million to support separated families and detained and

unaccompanied children. Since 2018, Safe Passage has been a fortunate recipient
of $450,000 of that investment. We asked Together Rising to speak about the

unique ways in which we help fulfill their vision for improving the lives of immigrant
children. 

 
"Your work is unique and incredible for many reasons, one of which is the way
you show up to find immigrant and refugee children who need representation.

Your team of dedicated advocates will approach a line of children waiting
outside of immigration court for their cases to be heard and ask—child by child

—if they need representation. If they do, you represent them. The way you
tackle the issue of lack of representation so directly is so impressive."

 
Together Rising’s ongoing support has enabled Safe Passage to train and mentor

hundreds of lawyers that provide free services for refugee children seeking asylum.
This funding was particularly critical during crises like the separated youth debacle
and the more recent pandemic. Together Rising has stood behind Safe Passage,

and we are entirely grateful.

Collective Action for Immigrant Youth

Rodney L. White Foundation
A Publication with Purpose

Safe Passage Project had the privilege of visiting a New York Immigration Court with
representatives from the Rodney L. White Foundation prior to the COVID-19 outbreak.
After watching the newly-landed, unaccompanied youth navigate the hallways of these

massive buildings with little understanding of the U.S. immigration system, the team
came up with an innovative idea. 

 
Why don’t we produce a Spanish comic book that maps the immigration court process

and explains the role of Safe Passage Project attorneys? The idea took hold almost
immediately, resulting in the publication of a graphic pamphlet that our attorneys now

use to tell young people about our services.
 

This invaluable tool, coupled with the annual funding from the foundation, has
enabled Safe Passage to creatively expand our reach and our capacity to defend the

legal rights of immigrant youth.
 

“We appreciate the opportunity to leverage our resources in a way that allows
Safe Passage to reach more children, more quickly. We could not be more

impressed with their efficient use of capital to help hundreds of immigrant youth
in New York year in and year out. The impact of their work is profound.”



Financials

Government
41%

Foundations
31%

Individual
27%

Corporate
1%

Program
84.8%

Management
8.6%

Fundraising
6.6%

Revenue: 
$4,810,643

Expenses: 
$4,078,504

FY2020: Jan 1 - Dec 31

Note: These are preliminary financial
results and numbers may change prior to

filing our final audited financials.



Interns
Marian Ayana
Roger Acosta           
Jessica Alvarez         
David Blitzer            
Emilia Calderon         
Jasmine Calixto         
Isabella Castellon-
Lebron  
David Chavez          
Emilia Ciotti Hernandez 
Eli Ferrell              
Alec Foresta            
Catherine Han          
Miranda Hatch
Karina Jimenez          
Amala Karri            
Rachelle Kredentser     
Victoria Lebron          
Meagan Maddock 
Lizaury Rodriguez
Marine  
Kaili Meier             
Julia Miller   
Kimberly Naula            
Joseph Niver 
Victoria Ramos Queneau  
Erick Ramirez          
Andrea Sacasa         
Yamilette Sanchez  
Sandi Santiago      
Angélica Serrano        
Priyanka Seth      
Yohanna Toribio       
Vanessa Toro-Plaza      
Daisy Torres
Ana Vasquez
Abigail Zarate

Christina Aldime  
Program Assistant

Cynthia Caballero  
Senior Staff Attorney

Michelle Caldera-Kopf 
Managing Attorney, 
Long Island

Vanessa Castro-Mora  
Social Worker II

Jazmin Chavez        
Staff Attorney II

Francisco Cinta  
Paralegal

Tania Cohen            
Supervising Attorney

Denise Feliciano      
Staff Attorney (IJC)

Katie Fite  
Staff Attorney

Karen Garrido  
Social Worker II

Stephanie Gibbs      
Supervising Litigation
Attorney

Alexandra Grant  
Senior Staff Attorney

Tim Greenberg    
Staff Attorney II

Daily Guerrero     
Staff Attorney II

Desireé Hernández
Deputy Executive
Director

Thank You to Our Staff
Arlette Herrera 
Staff Attorney

Nicole Johnson
Managing Attorney,
NYC

Rachel Jordan  
Senior Staff Attorney

Jennifer Katzman  
Staff Attorney

Sadyia Khalique  
Senior Operations
Associate

Rich Leimsider  
Executive Director

Shevon Lewis  
Senior Staff Attorney

Lesly Linares  
Paralegal II

Michelle López  
Operations Associate

Kate Malekoff  
Director of People &
Operations

Jean Martinez 
Paralegal II

Wayne Massey  
Senior Staff Attorney

Alix McCown  
Senior Staff Attorney

Lourdes Medina  
Social Worker

Victoria Metayer
Development Assistant

Mariana Negrón-
Quiñones 
Legal Clerk

Samantha Norris  
Supervising Social
Worker

Bethany Ow 
Senior Staff Attorney

Maria José Padilla 
Staff Attorney

Kristin Pezzuti 
Senior Staff Attorney

Elizabeth Rivera 
Paralegal II

Alexandra Rizio 
Managing
Attorney,Training &
Partnerships

Caroline Spector 
Development Manager

Will Sheehan 
Staff Attorney (IJC)

Jawaid Stationwala 
Staff Attorney II

Jackie Stabnow 
Senior Staff Attorney

Cristina Trinidad 
Paralegal II

Steven Vivas
Paralegal

Leslie Wagner 
Staff Attorney
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Thank You to Our Board

116

299

71

— green card applications filed
in 2020.

— Special Immigrant Juvenile
Status (SIJS) I-360 approvals

received.

— asylum applications filed on
behalf of our clients.  

— custody or guardianship
claims filed.

Pam Foster – Chair
Chief Operating Officer 
Co-Impact 

Careen Shannon – Vice Chair
Partner 
Fragomen Worldwide 

Sam Coppersmith – Secretary 
Partner and Co-Founder 
Coppersmith Brockelman PLC 

Federico Reyes – Treasurer 
VP of Commercial Strategy and Business
Projects
Tequila Casa Dragones

Andrew Amer 
Special Litigation Counsel 
Office of the New York State Attorney General 

Joseph Bavuso 
Foundation Liaison 
Zegar Family Foundation 

Lenni Benson – Founder 
Professor of Law 
New York Law School 

Caroline Kronley 
President 
Tinker Foundation 

Raymond Lin 
Principal 
Raymond Y Lin Advisors LLC 

Rich Leimsider 
Executive Director 
Safe Passage Project

Antonio Miranda 
Partner, Head of Asset Management and CIO
Compass Group 

Sam Newbold 
Chair, Immigration Law Group 
Chiesa Shahinian & Giantomasi PC



ABN AMRO Bank
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Bank of America
AIG
BakerHostetler
Barclays PLC
Bloomberg L.P. 
Bressler, Amery, & Ross, PC
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
Carter Ledyard & Milburn LLP
Chubb Limited 
Clifford Chance LLP
Colgate-Palmolive Company
Covington & Burling LLP
Cravath, Swaine and Moore LLP
Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP
Davis and Gilbert LLP
Davis Polk & Wardell LLP
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Deutsche Bank AG
DLA Piper
Emery Celli Brinckerhoff & Abady LLP
Foley & Lardner LLP
Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP
Frankfurt Kurnit Klein & Selz, PC
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Goldman Sachs
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Jenner & Block LLP
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP
Lankler Siffert & Wohl LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
LinkLaters LLP
McGuireWoods LLP 
MetLife, Inc.
Milbank LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Morgan Stanley
Park Jensen Bennett LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Proskauer Rose LLP
Reed Smith LLP
Robin Hood Foundation
Ropes & Gray LLP
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Thomson Reuters
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP
White and Case LLP

Thank You to Our Pro Bono Firms

163
— employment authorizations

filed in 2020.



Tania Abbas
Robin Abrams
Leigh McMullan Abramson
Uzezi Abugo
Jonathan Adams
Jeffrey Adolph
Seth Agata
Monica Ahmad-Yee
Michael Aikins
Amina Akram
Sarah Allen
Jose Almanzar
Peter Alphonso
Sylvia Altreuter
Christian Alvarez
Karin Anderson Ponzer
Marisa Antos-Fallon
Douglas Arborio
Madison Arent
Sulie Arias
Stephen Ascher
Amy Avila
Cecilia Aza
Carlos Ball
Ameya Bapat
Paul Barkan
Karen Barnes
Yesenia Barrantes-Isibor
Susan Barrie
Jennifer Baum
Matt Beatus
Devorah Darlene Beck
Amanda Bell
Kimberly Bello
Eric Benson
Camille Bent
Erin Bergey
Lorela Berisha
Matthew Berkowitz
Rebecca Berlow
Noam Besdin
Cassandra Best
Viviana Betancourt
Valerie Bifulco
Jack Bisceglia
Rohit Biswas
Lauren Blodgett
Nana-Ama Boakye
Fernando Bohoroquez

Bill Borenstein
Carolyn Boris
Robin Boyle Laisure
Barbara Brandes
Dominique Bravo
Sam Breitbart
Kate Broderick
Belle Burden Davis
Genevieve Burger-Weiser
Nancy Bynum
John Cahill
Vanessa Caicedo
Torello Calvani
Barbara Camacho
Maggie Cammer
PJ Campbell
Glenda Campozano
Emma Cano
Joseph Caraccio
Anne Carey
Richard Carlson
John Carter
Melissa Carvalho
Michael Castiglione
Gabriela Cerqueira
Ron Cerreta
Lily Chang
Elaine Chapnik
Jessica Charniga
Alice Chen
Sue Chen-Holmes
Eric Cheng
Priscilla Cheng
Nina Chernoff
Farrah Chu
David Chung
Jessica Clarke
Sara Coelho
Kara Coggin
Daniel Cohen
Phillip Colasanto
Patrick Colsher
Megan Colville
Jennifer Colyer
Christopher Confrey
Felicity Conrad
Matthew Coogan
Elizabeth Coppolo
Alexandra Cornel

Thank You to Our Pro Bono Volunteers

“The support we receive from
Safe Passage is far and away the
best I’ve ever seen. Their
mentoring is the gold standard
for nonprofits collaborating with
private firms on pro bono work.”

 
Bill Borenstein
Legal Assistant

Carter Ledyard & Milburn LLP

Amber Covucci
Matthew Cramer
Sarah Cravens
Shayra Cruz
Anishah Cumber
Matt Curtis
Richard D'amato
Kristi Dalling
Sumahn Das
Brendan Davis
Cesar de Castro
Renata de Goes
Mascarenhas
Pedro de Lencastre
Melissa Dean
Caren Dector
Sofia Dee
Christopher DeGennaro
Michelle Dellatorre
Thomas DeMicco
Alyne Diamond
Marika Dias

Karleene Diaz
Thomas Dicsi
Keith Dominguez
Christopher Dos Santos
Katherine Doscher
Kristina Duffy
Daniel Dykes
Myra Elgabry
Tara Elliott
Elizabeth Encinas
Emily Ewing
Linda Falk
Vanessa Fass
Robyn Feldstein
Kristen Ferguson
Sharon Finkel
Laura Fischer
Chloe Fischetti
Sheree Fitzgerald
Kurt Flehinger
Maria Matilde Flores
Tracy Flynn



Mary Foden
Devan Fogle
Carolyn Foley
Michael Foote
Amy Foote
Stephen Foresta
Eric Forman
Jonathan Forman
Audley Seymour Foster
Joe Francoeur
James J. Frankie
Leo Fraser
Emma Freeman
Andrew Fried
Alan Friedman
John Gaffney
Ari Gal
Luke Galland
Reena Garg
Nathan Gargan
Amanda Garofalo
David Gates
Joanna Marie Gaughan
Matt Gehl
Regina Gerhardt
Andrew Gerst
Marie Gibson
Nancy Gillman
Barry Gilman
Madelyn Givant
Mark Goidell
Benjamin Goldberg
Stephanie Gomez
Jessica Gonzalez
Anusha Goossens
Theodore Goralski
Scott Gorski
Caitlin Miner-Le Grand
Allison Gray
Joe Green
Anne Greenberg
Christopher Greer
Sandra Gresl
Raj Grewal
Samuel Griffel
Tricia Groot
Marc Gross
Kristen Gudewicz
Ramon Guerra

Leo Guerra
Paty Guerrero
Brian Gunther
Julina Guo
Arzu Gurcan
Cecile Gyles
Matthew Haicken
Avery Halfon
Jordan Harlow
Adam Harris
Mimi Hart
Steven Haskos
Arian Hassanalizadeh
Mara Hatzimemos
David Heck
Douglas Heffer
Thomas Heffernan
Justin Heiferman
Benjamin Heiss
Lauren Henkin
Susan Henner
Adam Henslovitz
Liisa Hernandez
Evan Hey
Robert Hilliard
Irving Hirsch
Thi Ho
Marie Hopkins
Alicia Hornsby
Hayley Horowitz
Nathan Horst
Delia Infantes
Jane Jablons
David Jacobus
Jodi Jamison
Katherine Janson
PJ Jayachandran
Marcella Jayne
Melanie Jennison
Stephanie Jeshiva
Elissa Johnson
William Johnson
Bryan Johnson-Xenitelis
Elizabeth Joyce
Kristin Jung
Shimul Kadakia-Patel
Erin Kahn
Ishita Kala
Hyla Kaplan

Aleksandra Kaplun
Parisa Karaameet
Cynthia Katz
Alanna Kaufman
Ethan Kaufman
Amy Kellogg
Steven Kent
Susannah Kent
Reuben Kerben
Mindy Kerker
Maureen Kessler
Anita Khushalani
Joyce Kim
Jonathan Kim
Kenneth King
Amy Kletsel
Emily Kline
Thomas Kniffen
Gregory Knight
Lee Koch
Sam Koch
Fred Kolikoff
Sarah Kopit
David Kornblau
Jason Krumenaker
Alix Kucker
Madison Kucker
Greg Langsdale
Renee Lautmann
Jaime Lavin
Thomas Lavin
David Lebowitz
Theresa Lee
Solyn Lee
Rachel Lee
Elizabeth Lee
Matthew Lefkowitz
Julie Leonard
Gabrielle Lese
Reuben Levavi
Steve Levitan
Karen Leyva-Drivin
May Li
Raquel Liberman
Doug Lieb
Cristina Liebolt
Jenna Lim
Arturo Lopez
Karen Lorenzo

Eric Lucas
Regina Lynch
Ilann Maazel
Sara Madavo
Andrea Maddox
Abigail Marcus
Ilana Marcus
Arianna Markel
Ryan Marosy
Deborah Marshall
Christina Martin
Regina Martorana
Elizabeth Mastropolo
Mary Mathwich
Natisha Matthews
Kimberly Maynard
Gerar Mazarakis
Kara McBride
Sharon McCarthy
Rebecca McCarthy
Elizabeth McCurrach
Luckey McDowell
Lauren McFadden
Erin McGee
Cara McGourty
Heather McMaster
Therese McNulty
Morgan Medalsy
Jessica Medina
Barbara S. Mehlsack
Suniti Mehta
Steve Meier
Agnès Mentre
Matthew Mierswa
Ariela Migdal
Aleksander Milch
Christopher Miller
Philip Miller
Matthew Minnella
Samiya Mir
Sarah Mital
Jason Moff
Antonio Molestina
Rebecca Molk
Oscar Montes
Patricia Mooney
Jonathan Moore
Mireya Moreno Rodas
David Morris

Thank You to Our Pro Bono Volunteers



Michelle Morris
Shaelyn Gambino Morrison
Sherif Moussa
Julie Muniz
Dominique Myers
Andrew Nagel
Pia Naib
Zachary Naidich
Ryan Nasim
Asha Natarajan
Sam Newbold
Adina Newman
Abigail Nitka
Mary Christina Norum
Rebecca O'Brien
Colleen O'Brien
Jim O'Gara
Daniel O'Hara
Ann O'Shea
Maura O'Sullivan
Kate Ogg
Ted Olds
Lea Oliveira
Dasha Olshanetskaya
Alejandro Ortega
Anna Ostrom
Sondah Ouattara
Kevin Page
Tali Panken

Deborah Papworth
Pearl Pari
Kyle Park
Tai Park
Carmen Parra
Patricia Pastor
Luis Paternina
Ben Paull
Lillian Perdomo
Greg Perl
JP Perry
Violeta Petrova
Sharon Phillips
Michael Pilcher
Jeannette Pina
Carlos Guzman Plascencia
Panida Pollawit
Michael Pope
Jennifer Premisler
Joanna Pressman
Kerry Price
Olga Prince
Ben Rader
Sara Raisner
Deborah Rand
Sowmya Rao
Sophie Raven
Jennifer Reinhold
Craig Relles

Kristine Renna
Helen Respass
Jean Rhodes
David Rice
Kayla Richards
Jessica Riley
Laura Ruiz Rivera
Aaron M. Rivera-Julka
Christopher Rizzo
Elena Rizzo
Noelle Robinson
Remy Rodas
Arlene Rodriguez
Carmen Rodriguez
Clara Rodriguez
Eileen Rodriguez
Lisamariel Rodriguez
Robin Roger
Sarah Rogerson
Johnathan Rosenberg
Gary Rosenblum
Stephanie Rosenfeld
Eric Rosenstock
Eric Rosoff
Carol Rubin
John Ryan
Michael Sabella
Elizabeth Sacksteder
Zoe Salzman

Karla Sanchez
Sylvi Sareva
Judie Saunders
Nina Schaeffer
Max Scharf
Anna Schoenfelde
Mark Schulte
Emily Schultz
Nathan Schwartzberg
Robert Scott
Hanna Bradley Chung Seifrt
Daniel Seltz
Deborah Sepe
Devanshi Shah
Sam Shapiro
Erica Sharkey
Devon Sharma
Marlene Sharpe
Bradley Shaw
Lara Sheikh
Alisa Shekhtman
Hallie Shilo
Hal Shimkoski
Kush Shukla
Harry Shulman
Christine Shyu
Alex Silagi
Lee Silver
Seth Silverman
Nilima Singh
Asha Smith
Judy Smith
Erin Smith
Tina Song
Manonh Soumahoro
Ann Starer
Stanley Steele
Richard Stern
Michael Sternheim
Frasilie Stinvil
Michael Stoller
Steven Storch
Richard Storrow
Andrea Strain
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Suzanne Walsh
Edward Washburne
Andrew Wasserman
Alexander Weaver
Allen Weintraub
Noam Weiss
Ellie Wertheim
Charlie Wertheimer
Danielle Wheeler
Paul Whitby
Stephanie White
Gary Wigmore
Elsa Wilson
Daniel Winick
Clare Wiseman
Leah Wissow
Brian Wong
Christopher Worth
Evan Yablonsky
Dielai Yang
Anna Yasova
Rachel Yoo
Wenhong You
Gregg Young
Gay Young
Samuel Zeidman
Angela Zhu
Joseph Zhu
Elayna Ziemer

Christopher Stucko
Tom Studwell
Isabel Sukholitsky
Kayley Sullivan
Carol Sullivan
Kenneth Sussman
Zarina Syed
Claire Talwar
Katherine Tammaro
Elizabeth Tharakan
Mikos Theodule
Meg Thering
Erika Thomas
Andrea Thompson
Kate Throo
Rita Tobin
Ryan E. Todd
Katherine Todrys
Sarah Dean Tompkins
Luis Torres-Cervantes
Elias Trahanas
Molly Tranbaugh
Irene Treloar
Joshua Trojak
Armand Turk
Tara Turner
Michelle Usitalo
Saskia Valencia
Carlos Valenzuela
Marc Valinotti
Beverly Van Ness
Marjorie Vandow
Aimee Vargas
Cesar Vargas
Amanda Vaughn
Luis Velez
Michael Venditto
Megan Verbos
Mark Vespole
Ingrid Villagran
Lacy Villanueva
Crystal Villasenor
Carly Vollero
Jon Waldauer
Judith Wallace

In Memoriam

A graduate of Yale and Columbia Law School,
Amanda was a union organizer for a decade before

becoming a labor-side attorney at the law firm
Friedman & Anspach. In her "spare time," Amanda

(a fluent Spanish speaker) was a dedicated Safe
Passage Project pro bono attorney who worked
tirelessly on behalf of her young clients. Her

efforts won them safety and legal status in the
United States. We will remember Amanda's

generosity, tenacity, exceptional lawyering skill,
and most of all, her kindness. Amanda was an

extraordinary person, and we at Safe Passage were
lucky to know her. We extend our deepest

condolences to her family. 

A dedicated labor-side employment lawyer,
Barbara worked for decades on behalf of unionized

employees, including as a partner at Gorlick,
Kravitz & Listhaus, P.C. As a Safe Passage pro bono

attorney, Barbara's sheer determination,
persistence, and incredible lawyering skills secured

asylum for a young boy in the face of desperate
legal odds during the darkest days of the Trump
administration's war on Central American asylum

seekers. We will never forget her passion and
dedication. We lost a light when we lost Barbara;

may her memory be a blessing. 

Barbara Mehlsack

Amanda Bell
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Refugee Action Fund
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Bernard and Anne Spitzer Charitable Trust
Together Rising
The Willis Towers Watson Foundation
David Zwirner Gallery

Thank You to Our Institutional Supporters



Thank You to Our Individual Supporters
<$500
Anonymous Individuals (35)
Madeleine Adkins
Jeffrey Adolph
Jose Almanzar
Eugene Amusin
Diego Antoni
Cara Athmann
Cecilia Aza
Jay Bacow
Alex Baez
John Bartol
Sara Lilly Bavuso
Rosemarin Belliard
Mariel Berger
Deborah Bernhardt
Carolyn Bess
Cassandra Best
Carolyn Blum
William Bond Family
Diane Borradaile
Lew & Cary Boyd
Kathleen Breen
Eileen Brennan
David Buchalter, Esq.
John L. Callas
Juliet Ramirez Bedoya & Terry Cangelosi
Christina Carbonell
Kaitlin Cassara
Alex Chachkes
Elaine Chapnik
Daph Cheung
Marian Cocose
Lauren Connell
William Considine
Todd & Elaine Cook
Barbara Cooke
Joyce Cormier
Donna Costello
Anthony Crowell
Diana Crum
Deanna deCampos
Randy & Robert Deutsch
Jose Garcia Diaz
Maria Alejandra Diaz
Kate Doolittle

Ian Dozzi
Mihaela Dranoff
Sara Eckhouse
Katherine Emery
Aaron Esty
Charlotte Fager
Tetenbaum Family
Rachel Fischer
Alissa Fishbane
Ellen B. Fishman
Ethan Fletcher
Judith E. Fletcher
Tracy Flynn
Scott & Paul Freeman
John Gaffney
Lilian Galarraga
Osvaldo Garcia
Susan Gately
Georgia Gerber
Justin Goldberg
Janelle Gooley
John & Jessie Gorry        
Eddie Gray
Janice Greenberg
Mark Daly & Lisa Grumet
Sara Gutierrez
Yaniv Havusha
Edith Heilmann

Carly Buchanan & Nathan Henderson
Natalie Hennessy
Mark A E. Heron
David Felton Hill
Jessie Himel
Maggie Holsinger
Amanda Chapman Hunt
Deborah Huntington
Mary Indych
Chevon Jackson
Marcie James
Maureen Kane
Kymberlee Keckler
Nancy Kleaver
Carol & Eugene J. Klein
Pete Klosterman
Robin Krause
Jason Krinsky
Aimee Kumer
Joe Fitzgerald & Joe Landau
Richard & Ellen Lask
David Lenzner
Laura Leopard
Leslie Leutwiler
Paula Hartstein & Jonathan Levin
Yi Li
Laura J. Limuli
Xixi Liu

Special Juvenile Immigrant Status (SIJS) is an
immigration classification available to certain

undocumented immigrants under the age of 21
who have been abused, neglected, or

abandoned by a parent. SIJS is a way for
immigrants to apply for and obtain legal

permanent residence in the U.S. 

Did You Know?



Thank You to Our Individual Supporters
Meghan O'Malley
Liza Pennington
Tracy Pho
Mark Picard
Lynn Povich
Joanna Pressman
Genevieve Quinn
Caren Rabbino
Utkarsh Rajawat
Clara Ranenfir
Matt Haicken & Julie Raskin
Sandra Sheridan Reguerin
Stuart Reich
Nancy Richard
Brenda Ringwald
Rafael Rivero
Adriana Rivero
Robin Roger
Constancia Romilly
Hyla Rosenberg
Rochelle Rubin
Glynn Rudich
Fred Rutherford
Nancy Sableski
Lauren Sanford
Azaria Santos
Megan Sass
Anne Sasser
Beth Schermer
Pamela Schultz

Alex Long
Jackie Lore
Joshua Martinez
Elizabeth Massaro
Lily McBreen
Joseph Kevin McKay
Ann McKinnon
Paula McNichols
Helen Melville
Lisa Mendel
Alexandra Mendez
Ariela Migdal
Natalie Marie Miller
Matthew Vincent Minnella
Jessica Mitchell-Judd
Daniel Montalvo
Maria Moreira
Elizabeth Morgan
Andrew Moxon
Clifford Narbey
Mariana Negron-Quinones
Nelda Nelson-Eaton
Derek Newhall
Jessica Nickelsberg
Abigail Nitka
Debora Nitkin
Marlova Noleto
Kenneth Norz
Aisling O'Connor
Jean O'Hearn

Sharon Gensle & George Sempepos
Evgeny Sergeevich
Jessica Shaughnessy
Zohaib Sheikh
Harry G. Shulman
Eric Sillman
Anne-Brigitte Sirois
Whitney Strack
Thomas Studwell
Linda Tafapolsky
Donna Tambascio
Ashley Tan
Kalpana Telikepali
Rose Temba
John Tobin
Darrell Tooker
Victoria Treanor
Doris Tridas
David Troeger
Mabel Tso
Melissa R. Urbay
Ashley Van Valkenburgh
Paul VanDeCarr
Eric Cicourel & Jehan Velji
Pomai Verzon
Kami Vickerman
Jessie & John Gorry Waack
Edward Washburne
Andrew M. Wasserman
Macy Weinman
Allen L. Weintraub
Delpfine Welch
Sara Welch
Tom Welch
Barbara Wetzel
Leonard Whitman
Clare Wiseman
Eolia Woodall
Naoki Yaguchi
Midori Yasuda
David F. Weiman & Madeleine Zelin



$500-$4,999
Anonymous (4)
Rebecca Hope Ascher
Jeffrey Bagley
Dominique Bravo
Sarah Burr
Nancy & Frank Bynum
Alexandra Castro (MxS Dance)
Francine Cedrone
Louis Coppersmith
Karen Dukess
Gary & Jill Edelman
Brizzi-Willis Family
Nolan Filter
Barry J. Gilman
Madelyn & Stephen Givant
David Glovin
Richard & Janet Hart
Matthew Jackson
Milree Keeling
Roger & Marie Kimmel
Peter Kinsman
Nancy Kestenbaum & David Klafter 
Jennifer Kotler
Josh & Kelsey Kraut
Henry Thomas Krim
Lisa Kunstadter
Michelle Leimsider
Judy & Joel Mandelbaum
Donald H. & Ruthanne McCunn
Steven K. Meier, Esq.
Greg Gunn & Lisette Nieves
Seth & Rachel Park
Deborah Rand
Hamza Rashid
Sophie Raven
Jess Row
Stephen Rogowsky & Valerie Salwen
Dia & Garret Savage
Shana Savage
Solomon Brown & Ella Stephen
Michael Tsang
Richard L. Fields & Marjorie Vandow
Sheldon & Rhoda Whitman
Matthew Yarri

$5,000+
Joseph Bavuso
Lenni Benson
Daniel Austin & Ellen Brotman
Faith Colish
Sam Coppersmith
Pam Foster
Miranda Family Fund
Benjamin Heidlage
Justin Kitchens
Caroline & Neal Kronley
Thomas & Susan Leimsider
Loyti Cheng & Raymond Lin
Andrew Amer & Catherine Manning
Federico Reyes
Shaiza Rizavi
Careen Shannon
Katherine & Eric Todrys

The above lists represent all institutions and
individuals who contributed to Safe Passage Project

between January 1 and December 31, 2020. Our
team makes a concerted effort to list all names

correctly and we apologize for any errors or
exclusions. Please contact us with any corrections at

(212) 324-6558 or email us at
team@safepassageproject.org.



No child should face the immigration process alone.
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