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No child should face
the immigration  
process alone.



To ensure that every child 

in New York who is eligible


for substantive immigration


relief receives high quality 

legal representation.

Our Mission



Pam Foster, esq.
Pam Foster
Chair, Board of Directors

We took on 415 new cases—more than any other year in our history.
We recruited and trained more than 250 new pro bono attorneys.
We worked with state lawmakers to draft legislation that would provide free lawyers to
thousands more young immigrants each year.

Dear Friends, 

In 2019, we made major progress towards our vision that no child should face the
immigration process alone:

Yet we know there is still so much more work to be done. Record numbers of
unaccompanied minors crossed the United States’ southern border in 2019, all of them in
need of lawyers to help them navigate the complicated immigration process. At the same
time, 2019 brought new restrictions on the fundamental rights of immigrants and asylum
seekers through federal policy, rule changes, and rhetoric designed to terrify our already
vulnerable clients. From the Remain in Mexico policy to dramatic ICE raids, these
challenges underscored the importance of Safe Passage Project’s mission. 

The young people we serve have fled dangerous and unstable conditions, and need a
strong advocate by their side to realize their right to remain in this country. The resilience
our young clients demonstrate in spite of tremendous challenges motivates us to continue
fighting on their behalf.

Likewise, the generosity of our partners inspires us every day. Safe Passage Project would
not be able to advocate for the immigrant youth we serve without the steadfast support of
passionate volunteers and donors. We are so grateful to our partners for standing with us in
this fight. 

We are proud to share this report and update you on our progress toward a future where no
child has to go through the immigration process alone. 

Thank you.

Rich Leimsider
Executive Director
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"My greatest reward from working with Safe

Passage Project has been watching my young client

adjust successfully to his new life in this country

against all odds.  He has had to confront a powerful

but broken immigration system that seems

determined to crush his dream of a better life. My

client has exhibited tremendous courage and

stamina throughout a process that has already

taken years and is still unresolved.  




I am grateful to Safe Passage Project for allowing

me to represent my client and am humbled by the

knowledge that it is legal representation that most

often makes the difference in the fate that befalls

our most vulnerable migrants."




Richard Storrow

Professor of Law, CUNY School of Law

Safe Passage Project Pro Bono Attorney



2019 by the Numbers

415
new cases taken on by our
team - meaning 415 fewer
young people facing the
immigration process alone.

1,054
total number of young
people actively being
served by our team at the
end of 2019.

333
social service referrals
made for youth -
connecting children to
services such as housing,
health care, and education.

1,146 
total number of young
people provided with free,
competent legal
representation throughout
the year.

445
pro bono attorneys
mentored in providing free
legal representation to
immigrant youth.

hours donated by Safe
Passage Project's pro bono
attorneys.

39,160$4,895,000
leveraged in legal services
provided to youth by our
network of 400+ pro bono
attorneys.

785
legal professionals trained at
25 events at top law firms,
schools, and more.



142 Custody Petitions Approved

60 Green Cards Approved

20 Asylum Applications Granted

96 Employment Authorizations Filed

158 Special Findings Orders Granted

Victories in 2019

We achieved the following milestones on behalf of the young people we
serve over the course of the year:



Open Cases in 2019 by Country

Honduras

Mexico

Guatemala

Ecuador

El Salvador

275

350

290
36

36

Open Cases in 2019: NYC and Long Island

New York City

Long Island

70%

26%



“The safety net for these children (such as it is) is sustained by the legal equivalent of a bake

sale. The system has life-or-death power over children. Yet it provides a modicum of fairness only

by the grace of tens of thousands of volunteers. ‘If you’re like me, you can’t sit by,’ Professor

Benson said. ‘This is America.'”

“The children coming to our border have suffered horrifying harm and some face death if they are

forced to return to their home countries. While they are labeled as gang members, they are the

ones fleeing the gangs in their homes. They deserve a chance to present their case with high

quality and free legal representation.”

"No child should be forced to have to go back to an unbelievably violent situation without the

minimum of a lawyer by their side,” Leimsider says. “We are going to have to rebuild an

immigration system that sees children as children and treats them with all the care and support

that any of us would want our own kids to get.”

Lenni Benson
Founder of Safe Passage Project
The New York Times, August 2019

Our Responsibility To Help Those In Need

In the Press

‘If You’re Like Me, You Can’t Sit By. This Is America.’ 

Desireé Hernández 
Deputy Executive Director at Safe Passage Project
Aspire for Equality, May 2019

Rich Leimsider
Executive Director, Safe Passage Project
Harvard Business School Alumni Stories, December 2019

A Righteous Path



2019 Finances

Revenue

Expenses

$4,639,258

$3,446,134

Foundation
58.9%

Government
26.1%

In-Kind
6.6%

Individual
4.6%

Anon
2.3%

Corporate
1.5%

Program
84.7%

Fundraising
8.4%

Admin
6.9%



Thank you to our Institutional Donors
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Donald A. Pels Charitable Trust
Equal Justice Works
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Facebook
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John L. Callas Family Fund
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Mother Cabrini Health Foundation
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New York City Human Resources Administration
New York Law School
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New York State Unified Court System
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The Joyce and Irving Goldman Family Foundation
The Mai Family Foundation
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Zegar Family Fund



Thank you to our Individual Supporters
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Alia Dahlan
Alice Liu
Alice Resnick
Alissa Fishbane
Alix Shafer
Alvita Quintuna
Amanda Chapman Hunt
Amanda Dexheimer
Amanda Hunt
Amanda Terry
Amy Kaplan
Ana Breton
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Thank you to our Individual Supporters
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Thank you to our Individual Supporters
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Wende & Tim Beck
Wendy Lee
Wes Kim
William Cress

Yi Li
Yohan Naraine

Thank you to our Pro Bono Attorneys

ABN AMRO
AIG
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Apple Bank
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP
Baker & Hostetler LLP
Ballard Spahr LLP
Bank of America
Barclays
Barst Mukamal & Kleiner LLP
Bloomberg LLP
Bracewell LLP
Brandes & Associates, LLC
Bressler, Amery & Ross, P.C.
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
Carter Ledyard & Milburn LLP
Chubb
City Bar Justice Center
Claudia Slovinsky and Associates, PLLC
Clifford Chance LLP
Colgate Palmolive
Columbia Law School
Covington & Burling LLP
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Cummings & Page LLP
CUNY Law
Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle
Davis & Gilbert LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Deutsche Bank AG, Filiale New York
DLA Piper
Emery Celli Brinckenhoff & Abady LLP
Engineer's Gate
ESQ Search LLC
Eversheds Sutherland
Foley & Lardner LLP
Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy
Frankfurt Kurnit Klein & Selz PC
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
Gibney, Anthony & Flaherty, LLP
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Goldman Sachs
Goodwin Procter LLP
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Heiferman & Associates, PLLC
Holland & Knight LLP
Jenner & Block
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel
Lankler Siffert & Wohl LLP
Latham & Watkins
Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein, LLP
LinkLaters LLP
Marsh & McLennan Companies, Inc.
McGuire Woods
MetLife
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & Mccloy LLP

Morgan Stanley
MSCI Inc.
NYC Health + Hospitals Corp.
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Park Jensen Bennett LLP
Pepper Hamilton LLP
Pillsbury
Proskauer Rose LLP
ReedSmith
Robin Hood Foundation
Ropes & Grey
Rutgers Law School
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Singer Law PLLC
Skadden Arps
Steptoe & Johnson PLLC
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
The Blackstone Group Inc.
The Hebrew Immigrant Society
The Justice Center at Albany Law School
TrustLaw, Thomson Reuters
Universal Calvary Church
Verizon
Willis Towers Watson
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP
Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker, LLP
Winston & Strawn LLP

Our pro bono attorneys come from the following law firms, organizations, and corporations:

The above lists represent all institutions and individuals who contributed to Safe Passage Project between January 1
and December 31, 2019. Our team makes a concerted effort to list all names correctly and we apologize for any
errors or exclusions. Please contact our team with any corrections at (212) 324-6558.

Victoria & Howard Palefsky
Victoria Treanor
Virginia Gray
Walter Mack





Visit safepassageproject.org for more information
Need Help? Contact us help@safepassageproject.org, 212-324-6558
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